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This study provided insights into key factors that influenced the development of teacher 
identity in a small cohort of mature-aged graduate pre-service teachers as they took part 
in a newly developed Graduate Diploma Program. A relational-ontological perspective 
underpinned the study. In this perspective the learning and formation of middle-school 
teacher identity are seen as socially embedded, relational, and continual–a life-long 
process. 
The study demonstrated that supporting the development of pre-service teachers’ 
emerging middle-school teacher identities from a relational-ontological perspective 
provides the necessary platform to support knowledge and skill acquisition, since coming 
to know is part of the larger process of coming to be a particular kind of person. 
 
